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The Museum of  Flight is a 501(c)3 non-profit museum that “exists to acquire, 
preserve, and exhibit historically significant air and space artifacts, which provide a 
foundation for scholarly research, and lifelong learning programs that inspire an 
interest in and understanding of  science, technology, and the humanities.”











Overview of  The Museum of  Flight Collection

The Museum of  Flight has one of  the largest air and space 
collections related to the entire range of  aviation history and the 
aerospace experience in the U.S.: 

• Over 150 significant air and spacecraft

• 30,000 other objects including garments and accessories, aircraft 
parts and instruments, aircraft models, tools and engines, and art 
objects 

•  Extensive library collection: 90,000 periodicals, 33,000 books 
and 20,000 technical manuals and reports

• 10,000 cubic feet of  materials in the Archives (paper and 
photographic mediums)



G. Harry Stine Collection Overview

Collection arrived at the Museum on nine pallets, 

including file cabinets, crates and boxes:

• Model rockets – kits and assembled, misc. parts

• Archival materials – photos, documents, research 

files, slides, posters, etc

• Library materials – books, serials, newsletters









Objects

Approximately 1000 

objects:

• Fully assembled 

models

• Model Kits

• Engines

• Misc. parts



Library Materials

• 72 banker’s boxes 

containing:

– Books

– Serials

– Newsletters

– Clippings

– Catalogs

• 1100 individual items



Archival
• Sixty (60) banker’s boxes of  paper 

based materials, clippings and 

photographs

• Six (6) oversize flat material boxes 

containing posters and drawings

• One (1) oversize box of  rolled 

materials (approximately 2’ x 2’ x 4’)

• Thirty-nine (39) metal slide boxes 

• One (1) six drawer metal slide file 

cabinet

• One (1) five drawer flat file 

containing oversize paper materials

• Five (5) banker’s boxes of  audio 

visual materials



Challenges

• Organization of  

materials

• Volume of  materials

• Duplication

• Staff  time needed to 

process

• Staff  time needed to 

catalog



Project Development

• Identified the needs 

of  the collection

• Identified staffing 

requirements

• Estimated funding 

requirements

• Estimated time 

requirements



Goals of  the Project

• Improve organization and 

accessibility

• Create detailed finding aid to 

publish online

• Make materials available to 

researchers

• Identify materials suitable for 

future digitization projects



Need for funding

• Processing/cataloging 

before researcher access

• Volunteer time vs. staff  

time

• Timeline of  processing 

and cataloging



Funding Campaign with NAR

Matching campaign with National Association of  

Rocketry, NAR members and the Museum



Use of  Funding

• Fully process and catalog 

entire collection with 

dedicated staff  member

• Produce detailed finding aid

• Allow researcher access to 

the collection

• Make collection available 

for digitization and other 

outreach projects



Project Timeline and Progress

• August 2018 – Hired Project Archivist – Charise

Michelsen

• August 2018 – September 2019 – Process 

archival portion of  collection

• October – December 2019 – process objects in 

collection

• January 2020 – March 2020 – process library 

materials in collection



Project Archivist: Charise Michelsen

• Recently relocated to Seattle from Hawaii

• Extensive experience with large-scale collections processing and 

cataloging

• Previous position managing the congressional papers of  Senator 

Daniel Inouye

• Started in August 2018

• Full-time position

• Will be responsible for processing and cataloging all three 

components of  the collection



Archival Collection Update

Completed processing steps (as of  February 2019):

• Surveyed content

• Created series hierarchy 

- Down to folder arrangement

• Weeded duplicates

• Separated library material

• Supply list created and items ordered

• 1,000s of  photos sleeved and rehoused

• AV & Oversized material has been cataloged

• Physical arrangement has begun



Strengths of  Collection

• NAR History

• Stine’s Manuscripts

• International Rocketry

• Rocket Design

• Rocket Safety

• Shuttle & Satellite Programs

• Aeronautical History 



Oversized Material

• Quantity

– Over 1,800 items 

retained 

• Addressing the various 

formats

– Blue Prints

– Diazo Prints

• Size of  material

• Organization 

• Rolled items



Oversized Material

• Surveyed condition and format

• Cataloged items

• Weeded duplicates

• Humidify when needed

• Rehoused in archival grade 

enclosures



Photographs



Photographs

• 1,000s of  individual items

• Weed duplicates

• Figure out context

• Organize into appropriate series

• Rehouse in archival enclosures 



Final Steps for Archival Component

• Complete physical arrangement

• Complete rehousing material

• Produce detailed finding aid

• Summer Intern – assist with 

oversized material and 

rehousing 4,000 35mm slides



Cataloging



Archival Highlights 

from the Stine 

Collection



Orville Carlisle Papers



Henri Coanda Materials





Original Drawings





Clipping Files



V-2 File



Apollo Lunar Module File





Next Phases of  the Project:

Objects and Library Materials



Objects

• Partially processed

• Over 800 items 

inventoried

• Volunteers started initial 

photography and records

• Approximately 160 are 

fully cataloged

• Remainder need full 

processing and cataloging

• All need to be rehoused 

for long-term storage









Library

• Already processed

• Over 1100 individual 

items assessed

• 460 items accepted into 

the collection

• Remainder transferred 

or placed in book sale

• All accepted items need 

to be cataloged



Cataloging Manuals



New Project Component: 

Flickr account and crowdsourcing 
identifications

. 



Sport Rocketry Article – Summer 2018



Stine Collection on Flickr









Stine Collection on Flickr URL:

https://www.flickr.com/people/s
tine_collection/



On Display

• Original Unicorn drawing

• Stine notebook with model rocket ideas 

and designs

• NARAM 1 photos

• NAR songs (from NARAM 9)

• V-2 research file



Questions?


